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western culture has been moving away from its christian roots for several centuries but the turn from christianity accelerated in the 20th century at
the core of this decline is a loss of a sense of our own transcendence scientific materialism has so seriously impacted our belief in human
transcendence that many people find it difficult to believe in god and the human soul this anti transcendent perspective has not only cast its spell on
the natural sciences psychology philosophy and literature it has also negatively impacted popular culture through the writings of richard dawkins
daniel dennett and many others the warning signs of this loss of transcendence have been expressed by thinkers as diverse as carl jung psychiatrist
mircea eliade historian of religion gabriel marcel philosopher c s lewis and j r r tolkien these warnings were validated by a 2004 study in the american
journal of psychiatry which showed that the absence of religion alone was responsible for a marked increase in suicide rates sense of meaningless
substance abuse separation from family and other psychiatric problems thus the loss of transcendence is negatively affecting not only individuals
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sense of happiness dignity ideals virtues and destiny but also the culture ironically the evidence for transcendence is greater today than in any other
period in history the problem is this evidence has not been compiled and propagated fr spitzer s book provides a bright light in the midst of this
cultural darkness by presenting both traditional and contemporary evidence for god and a transphysical soul from several major sources he also
shows how human consciousness and intelligence is completely special and cannot be replicated by artificial intelligence or animal consciousness we
are transcendent beings with souls capable of surviving bodily death self reflective beings aware of perfect truth love goodness and beauty we are
beings with an unrestricted capacity to know and create science law culture art music literature and so much more the evidence reveals that we
have the dignity of being created in the very image of god and if we underestimate it we will undervalue one another underlive our lives and
underachieve our destiny this work is the most comprehensive treatment of human transcendence available today

jesus said the truth will set you free father spitzer lays bare the theological and philosophical roots of catholic morality and also uses secular
statistical studies to demonstrate that these teachings even from a scientific standpoint help human beings to flourish gathering data from
universities general psychiatry medical institutes and general survey organizations such as pew research gallup research and harris poll this book
shows that going against foundational christian doctrines from marriage to the sanctity of unborn life leads to significant increases in depression
anxiety substance abuse familial tensions suicidal contemplation the numbers speak for themselves many people today particularly the young are
embarrassed by the church s moral teaching for them it is only an outdated expression of hatred or disgust yet nothing could be further from the
truth sin is what degrades man and kills his joy and a moral life is a life of love if we tell the truth about destructive lifestyles we can rescue our loved
ones from a life of darkness helping to bring about a shift in our culture with scientific clarity this work provides readers everything they need to
know to speak credibly effectively and persuasively about the most controversial moral issues imprimatur the most reverend kevin j vannjcd o d
bishop diocese of orange february 28 2021

in this second volume of the called out of darkness trilogy father robert spitzer s j draws together some of the best advice given by catholic spiritual
masters across the ages and brings it into harmony with modern scientific research offering practical ways to live out the gospel in our busy days it is
a roadmap to a deeper relationship with the lord and to authentic transformation through the imitation of christ giving evidence that jesus
established just one church with peter as its head spitzer shows that the catholic church with its rich array of sacraments teachings prayer traditions
and lived examples of holiness continues to be fertile ground for profound christian conversion but no true conversion is purely spiritual it must bear
fruit in our daily lives father spitzer guides readers through the workings of moral transformation with detailed sketches of all the cardinal and
theological virtues especially love using insights from saint ignatius of loyola as well as from modern psychology escape from evil s darkness
concludes with an in depth study of the sacrament of confession and the staggering power of god s loving mercy
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why would an all loving god allow suffering aren t suffering and love opposed to one another does suffering have any benefit for this life does it have
any benefit for eternal life is there any objective evidence for god for a soul that will survive bodily death for the resurrection of jesus if there is
testable objective evidence for a resurrection what is this resurrection like who is god anyway benevolent and loving or angry and retributive father
spitzer gives a comprehensive explanation of contemporary evidence for god the soul and the resurrection and helps us understand how god uses
suffering to lead us to the resurrection and to compassion for others he also shows how the holy spirit guides us through times of suffering toward
our salvation and other s salvation explaining the signs and interior movements that reveal the spirit s actions but even armed with this eternal
perspective serious questions remain if god has power over nature why doesn t he just perform a lot more miracles when we pray for them so that
we won t have to suffer why did god make the natural world imperfect in the first place wouldn t it have been better to create us in a world without
suffering without challenge need and self sacrifice father spitzer not only addresses the perplexing questions associated with suffering but he teaches
us how to suffer well he points out some of the most common errors we make in interpreting god s motives for and alleviation of suffering he explains
why suffering in combination with love is one of the most powerful motivating agents for personal cultural and societal development suffering and
love are inextricably bound up with one another on the highest levels of human meaning

one of the hottest topics in contemporary culture is happiness so much so that the united nations declared an international happiness day in
response to the immense popularityof pharrell williams song happy the explanation for this current fixation seems to lie in the contrary phenomenon
unhappiness despite the fact that we have tremendous access to every imaginable form of entertainment we experience a pervading sense of
insecurity emptiness and malaise amid sporadic peak experiences the problem seems to lie less in the external environment than in the internal one
we seem in the words of viktor frankl to be suffering from an absence of meaning that pervades both individuals and societies giving rise to a
collective emptiness loneliness and alienation finding true happiness attempts to provide a way out of this personal and cultural vacuum by helping
people to identify and then reach for happiness as aristotle noted 2 400 years ago happiness is the one thing we can choose for its own sake
everything else is chosen for the sake of happiness after an exhaustive investigation of philosophical psychological and theological systems of
happiness author fr spitzer developed the four levels of happiness which he based on the classical thinkers plato aristotle augustine and aquinas the
contemporary philosophers marcel scheler buber ricoeur and jaspers and the modern psychologists maslow frankl erikson seligman kohlberg and
gilligan finding true happiness is both a philosophical itinerary and a practical guidebook for life s most important journey from the mundane and the
meaningless to transcendent fulfillment no other book currently available combines such breadth of practical advice and such depth of philosophical
psychological and spiritual wisdom

spiritual writer theologian and philosopher jesuit fr robert spitzer tackles the topic of recognizing and overcoming spiritual evil his focus is the human
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heart his goal our moral and spiritual transformation which leads to true peace and genuine happiness the book is divided into two main parts the
realities of god s goodness and of spiritual evil and recognizing and overcoming diabolical tactics which range from temptation and deception to the
deadly sins father spitzer shows readers how to experience god s peace even during times of suffering and persecution he examines the basics of the
spiritual life and christian mysticism including the contemplative dimension he explains the purgative illuminative and unitive aspects of spirituality
as well as the lord s consolation and the passive dark night of the spirit father spitzer provides the biblical and theological background of jesus victory
over satan the author also explores the reality of the devil including extraordinary manifestations of diabolic activity such as possession he recalls the
true story of the famous possession case on which the novel and film the exorcist were based in the final sections of the book the author explains
how diabolical spiritual forces operate how temptation works and what to do to defeat it the deadly sins and how to overcome them
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today there is more science based evidence for god the soul and life after death than ever before then why are scores of people turning to unbelief
because of science the answer is simple they do not know the science science at the doorstep to god presents in depth the latest evidence to turn
the rising tide of unbelief father robert spitzer s j synthesizes eight recent studies confirming an intelligent creator of physical reality as well as a
transphysical soul capable of surviving bodily death this is the most comprehensive scientific treatment of god and the afterlife to date it combines
natural scientific method metaphysical method medical studies anthropological and genetics studies and phenomenological descriptions showing
how each distinct method and data set reinforces the others it is critical for the church to learn and share the fruits of this research and again to
demonstrate the profound complementarity between the catholic faith and science through reason we can come to see not only the great
intelligence of the creator but also signs of his love goodness and glory
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early training of children in the basic truths of christianity has become an increasingly high priority in christian circles to satisfy the demand for up to
date material on the subject editors robert clark joanne brubaker and roy zuck have revised and expanded childhood education in the church
numerous revisions and several new chapters some by new authors have been added including essays on teaching exceptional children and the role
of home schooling in childhood education written by a wide variety of experts in christian education this volume is designed for use in teacher
training classes and for professional training in bible colleges and seminaries each of the thirty five articles explores a specific area of importance to
childhood education together they present a complete picture of christian education of children back of book
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